were Lora tb 


£ 


COUNTRY 
SUBJECT 
PLACE 


AGQUIRED 


DATE OF 
INFO. 


CLAGSIICATION — COMPIDEWE TAL, 
Approved For Release SHORE YC MABKEYooRTKGoAROETIO0NI7 
INFORMATION REPORT  cono. 7 


USS. (Wledinir blest) - DATE DISTR. 
7 MAR SO 
' Vladimir Tracte: Factory NG, OF PAGES & 
25X1 


NO. OF ENCLS. 2 


{LISTED BELOW) 


SUPPLEMENT TO 
25X1 REPORT NO. 


0.5.¢,, 31 £00 32, 49 AMENDED IT TRAUSUISSION OF THE DEVELATIOT: 
73 IN AMY MAHTIT: TO AQ URAYTHORIZZD PEASGR {1 PAO- 


OF ITS CONT: 


THIS {S$ UNEVALUATED INFORMATION 


MEGHIEO BY LAW. REPRODUCTIC 1 OF Tim FOR ts SRO RITES. fa 


CP ae eee 


25X1 
Le 
fe 
25X1 
25X1 
25X1 


ARMY 


srave. DT naw [ao 


ts Boe 


Nome: The factory was officially called Viadinir Tractor Factory . 
The Soviet abbreviation for 1% was VTZ. In addition, 
the factory hed the honor nama Zhdancy , 


Location: The tractor factory ia situated about 3s to 4 km WNW of the 
center of Viadimir, in connection with which the informant considers 
the location of the radic tower as the center of the elty. <A more 
exact location-was not given beeevse the area, broken by furrows 

and ravines, could not be scanned without interruption, 


the tractos factory was founded in 1941. Since 1945, the installation 
has undergone constant expansion. The new foundry was among the last 
sections to be started. By July 1949 it was 90% finished: part of it 
was already in operation, while the other part was awaiting the 
necessary mechanical equipment. By autumn 1949, the factory roads 
should be built and asphalted. ‘The roads crossing a marshy field 
have been washed owt by too much rainfall; even the tractors built in 
the factory have been stuck on then. , 


Manarement: A Soviet whe alwzys wore civilian clothes is the nanager 
of the factory, liis personal assistant, however, was always in uniform, 
The commissions visiting the factory at brief intervals congisted 
partly of civilians and nartly of the nilitary, The informent 
attaches a apecial simnificance to three visits during the first halt 
of 1949. Ge was a commission, the members of which were verring 
the uniforms of the Soviet Armored Command. 1+ seems Dlausible that 
it right heve been an excursion for recruits, since a parrison for 
armored units is leested in Vladimir, The other two visite 

with the conversion of the factory to produeticn 
oD armored tanks, probably scheduled to take place in 1949. The last 
visit of renresentetives of the Armored Cormand tack place in Jane 
S40, There are in the tank factory no German engineers who are 
conpelled to pive their services. instead, German scientists and 
technicians are reported to be vorking in the chanical factory in 
Vladanir., synthetic material (varicus 
kinds of material of 2 rubbery consistency) is being manufactured 

in the chemical factery. German technicians came to Vladimir with 
their families. As compered with Soviet conditions, their standard 
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of living can be classified ag excellent. They receive a minimum 
galary of 2000 rubles. They are even offered opportunities to ‘buy 
at cost prices (Binkaufsmogochkelten). Ps were strictly forbidden 
to approach German civilians under compulsory service whom they 
met by chance in the city. 


The sige of the factory aren is estimated to be approximately 900x 
800 m. The greater length is to be found in the north-south extensions. 
The northern part of the area is still not entirely built up. 


The technical equipment of the factory [does not sonpare 
with the equipment associated with a German industry of a similar 
nature, im the Vladimir Tractor Factory, for inatance, there are 
large Anericen-wade presses, which are too heavy fer the present 
produetion and cannot be fully utilized. It may be that they vere 
built with regard to a possible later change in production or 
expansion. Machinery with an inadequate capacity waa also set up 
in the factory. Nevertheless, it was utilized for very heavy work. 
Tho outcome usvelly waa that these machines could withstand over-- 
loading for only a short time. Serew drivers which fit were seldom 
to be had. If nuts could not be removed from large bolts by chisel, 
they were burned off with a welder’s torch, Among larger lathes 
aml machinery, those of 4merican manufacture predominate. The 
smaller automatons and motal-yorking machinery vere made, for the 
most part, in German factories. 


The most important installationa of the factory ares 


a. The old foundry, housed in a tmilding 120x150 n. which appears 
to be divided into several wings in the southeastern part of the 
factory compound, Pig-iron eastings (Guvauguss) as well as cast 
ateel are mede here in a Siemens electric furnacs and in 5 coke 
furnaces, ‘The furnaces are located on the east side of the 
bailding and oceupy an automatic alloying installation. A 
moveable crane equipped with an electric magnet plays an important 
part in this operation. Raw material is brought into the casting 
shop on a railroad spur. The movld construction shop is also 
housed in a separate room, very close to the furnaces, in the 
game section. The moulding shop and polishing shop are housed 
in the same large building. 


b. The new fourdry, divided into several sections, started operations 
in the spring of 194' Pig-dron castings, ac well as caat stecl, 
are nade here also. The large building complex: with several. 
wines (medyrsehiffig) is approximately 130x160 m. and has an 

imnor covrtyard. The pig-iron casting section is located in the 

northern half of the ralanguan tion, whereas the east stecl sestion 


The main entrance is located on the cast side of the i ne 
complex, This new instellation is equipped with a modern, 
efficient crane installation. 


ce, Machine s sop. and presd end dio section are located in a large 
wail ding 3n the southwestern corner of the factory compound, 
Thia building also hes several wings and measures 120u150 m. 


The foree is situated exactly east of the new foundry.[| || 

the size of the building complex as 90x130 m. 
The forge hee about 6 hydraulic steam hammers, the heaviest of 
whieh has an estimated %-ton capacity. 


a, The assembly section is to the left of the main entrance, west 
of the green embellished by a 7m. high Stelinm momment, “he 
sections to be eccupied by the assembly are equipped with flor 
belt devices (Flusbandverrichtuncen) waich are, for some reasan 
or another, usually not in operation. The assembly section is 
anong the largest buildings and measures 130x150 m. 
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Metor Construction takes place in the large building to the 
vight of the main entrance and just east of the assembly 
section just discussed. The size of the building is estimated 
at 120x150 m. The motor construction section builds various 
motors required for production, Just one type of motor, | 
known as the tractor Universal, has been produced since the 
beginning of the preduction in the factory. 


The boiler house, 65x25 m., is in the eastern part of the 

' factory compound and belongs to the amaller buildings of the 
installation. The boiler house reportedly provides stean 
eoleiy for the various work shops; it is not used te generate 
current. Four or five steel pipe-furnaces are in the boiler 
house, One draft-—type chimney with sheet-steel flues rises 
on the west side of the boiler house. 


The compressor installation is east of the forge discussed 

under “d", Three large olectric compressors are here to run 

the hammers, pressea,and dies, as long as their use does not 

seen to be desired elsewhere. The cooling tower situated 

north of the installation contains cold water for the compressors. 


Storage depots end material. storage areas are scattered over 
the entire compound. Two rather small storage depots containing 
electric equimment are east of the old foundry. Paint and 
yarnish are kept in a small storage building which is located 
west of the new foundry. The considerably larger so-called 
stare-pacts storace, provided with a apeeial ramp for reilroad 
use, Fises north of this small storare depot. A rather large 
portion of area which ig still vacant has been staked off 
almost in the northwestern corer of the com ound, Finished 
tractors are often parked here by the hundreds before they 
are loaded on freight cars. On cecasion, the total production 
of 2-3 months hes been parked in this place. Last of this 
parking area, somewhat in the center of the compound, are 2 
rather small buildings where oxygen is generated and bottled, 
Oxygen is also stored here. Even the carbide storage depot 
ia now established here, A little mora to the cast from here 
ig the fyel storage area, an open space where barrela of 
gasoline are often stacked highina specially enclosed aren, 
South of tha fuel storage area, is a large storace depot for 
axon an’ steel, It is a spacious building, outfitted with 2 
shifting-eranes (Kranbahnen) end with 3-and 5-ton electric 
craneéa which the informant helped to build, Prefile-iron and 
sheet metal of all kinds lie here until they are required 

for use in production. Thig butlding has been 1n use since 
the second half of 1948. An oj} stovage depot, sunk half~ 
way inte the earth, has heen established east cf this iron 
and steel aterage depot. Orly the apnvoximately square oublina 
of one building of this depot is to be seen from above. 
Farther east of the iron ard oi] depots, ierge coal and peat 
pliiea for the boiler house are situated to the right and left 
of the railroad tracks which join the main spur there, 


The various workshops are housed in the main buildings of the 
section to which they belong, for instance, the nowld construction 
skop, which is in the old foundry. The Inhoratory is situated in 
& specisl buildiag east of and sdjacent to the compresser instal-- 
lation. The testing of material is preferably conducted hero. 


Administration and Offices. Conforming to a more and more 
uniform system, almost all places of administration and other 
oifices are housed together with their corresponding sections. 
Usually it is a building of more than one-story, situated to 
the front of the shop complex. Thus, the administrative offices 
oF the Viadimir Tractor Factory are te be found in the Assanbly 
Section. The coastruction offices are located in the 3-story 
building at the front of the old foundry. Ail of these admin- 
istratien baildinga are provided with flat roofs. 
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®, The raw material is brought in fron the outside in the form of 
profile iron, sheet metal, and iron bars. The bara of iron, 
‘which arrive by railroad, are straiphtway brought iato the 
foundry, and there, by means of 7. crane with a magnet are lifted, 
carried to the scene of action, and delivered to the alloying 
installation. 


9, The production of finished tractors reportedly went up to 40 per 
day in July 1949. It is a small type of tractor which, under 
the name Universal , is also in use in the East Zone of Germany. 
The tractor Universal is equipped with a 4-cylinéer Otto motor 
and hog a speed of 35=40 lm per hour. It develops from 35-40 hp. 
This type and also others are recognized by the steering waieel, which 
lies in a vertical position. Up until the present, approximately 
20 tractors ef a heavier series, the construction of which is not 
to be started beffere fall, have teen produced for testing jSurposes. 
The factory is also engaged in the production of cast aluzinun 
(plates) to a limited extent, An investigation was made o¢ the . 
factory as a result of extremely faulty production. No Pus were 
25X41 permitted to vork on any phase of the frosucetsr process after 


25X14 duly 1949. moulds, 
had been used for the casting of constantly needed tractor 
25X14 parts, being carefully carried by hand from the moulding shop 


(Kerrmacherei) located in the old foundry to the new foundry, 
probebly to give the Pus working in the compound the impresaion 
that only parts for tractors would be made in the new foundry. 

25X1 Meanwhile, the equipment of the new foundry is being made suitable 

25X14 for the production of much heavier pieces of machinery. 
[ |the ammered tanks or tank parts are to be manufactur 
in Viadimir as a rogult of the aforementioned visits of the 
Armored Command commissions. 


10, The personnel consisted of approximately 5,000 persons during the 

sumer of 19493; many of these wore adolescents and women. Since 

3 Maz 1949 work has been done in 3 shifts, whereas the working day 
25X14 was previoualy limited to 2 shifts. [the Soviets 

will have difficulty working three shifts without assistance from 

German Fils, Before their departure, German PWs spent several 

deys in quarantine and vere not permitted to work, Three days 

after’ withdrawal of the PWs, there was such foverish activity in 

the buildings and various sections of the foundry that people 

could hardly move, and there was no further possibility of getting 

the finished castings out of the building. Thus, on the last day, 

the PWs were set to work once more, arranging equipment. 


ii. The factory guard was very heavy, consisting of approximately 150 
men. ‘The fence is broken up by wateh towers. In addition to thig, 
important installations such as the compressor installation, boiler 
house, and oil storage depot have their own guard. Militia were 
used for guarding PWws and for accompanying them in groups to the 
site of their work. 


12, Electricity for the Vladimir Tractor Factory up to 1947 was generated 
by a special lmachine. Two steam engines were used as source of 
energy. Tne machine had an output of 500-600 ku. A power 
installation (probably belonging to the Vladimir Factory) seems to be 
‘tocated outside of the factory ccmpound. A special transformer in- 
stallation is located in the open outside the fence on the east side 
of the factory compound, Various high-tension wires converge at this 
place. The central transformer for the factory buildings is in the 
center of the compound, vetween the forge, iron storage depot, and 


25X14 new foundry. eet second transformer installation 
between the PW compound (factory ding) and the boiler house. 
13. A railroad spur with many ramifications enters the factory area from 
the nerth, Almost every important section has its own spur. Pour 


locomotives belonging to the factory (3 very heavy oteem engines and 
one Deutz diesel locomotive) provide shunting and delivery service. 


Attachmenta: 1. Vladimir Tractor Factorye 
2. Sketch showing location of factory in Viadiniro 
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